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The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE) is the only association dedicated to
safeguarding and enhancing the benefits of America's active and retired federal employees, and their survivors.

EVENT: CHARLES R.PATTON CHAPTER 156 FEBRUARY MEETING

WHEN: SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2011

WHERE: J&S CAFETERIA, WESTRIDGE MARKET PLACE, ENKA, NC 28729

TIME: BREAKFAST AT 9:30, MEETI

MARCH PROGRAM

For our March Chapter meeting program we have
entertainment you will not want to miss. Our guest will be
Buck Hinman who plays the saxophone and has a strong
interest in Classical and Jazz music. Buck is 16 years old, a
junior at Reynolds high school and has been playing the
saxophone since the 5" grade. He was 1%t Chair in the All
State Band last year, has performed at the National
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Convention in Charlotte and
will play in the Reynolds rendition of the Phantom of the
Opera. Be sure and attend to experience the amazing talent of
one of our local students. | look forward to our meeting March

12th. Theron Rumsey, President
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

As | write this article | am looking at the bright sunshine and
have felt the warmer temperatures that are giving us a taste of
spring to come. But until then we must deal with the present
and that brings me to the highlights of our Chapter's January
planning meeting. | want to sincerely thank all who attended
our planning meeting with included our Area | VP Freida
Terrell. We covered a lot of items and ideas that highlighted at
our February Chapter meeting so let me summarize some of
those activities that we may be doing this year: Greater
promotion of the Value of NARFE, establish NARFE presence
on Community bulletin boards, identify community Tax
Preparers for free tax preparation, chapter meeting Door Prize
project, silent auction to benefit our chapter's treasury,
transportation to Chapter Meetings for members needing
transportation, boost Chapter's community recognition by
highlighting its members Alzheimer Donations, reviving our
Chapter's NARFE Community Service Award, Calendar
donations to the VA Hospital, information booth at a local
festival, roadside trash pickup as a community service, and an
Each-One-Reach-One membership project.

If you have an interest in any of the above listed items,
please let me know. We also discussed Chapter meeting
programs (we have a full slate of programs for the year, and
more), the NC Federation’s Car Tag Sale (details to follow at a
later date), and our annual picnic which we will host this year
at Lake Julian. All this plus supporting our National Office and
our State Federation convention makes 2011 a busy year.
Theron Rumsey, President

NG AT 10:15 AM

A CALL TO ACTION

In the February 2011 NARFE magazine, our NARFE
President, Joseph A. Beaudoin, thanked members who
responded to the Call to Action when our NARFE Legislative
Department identified a potential crisis or adverse legislation
and he is now asking those members with e-mail capability to
share their e-mail address with NARFE so that you can be
notified when issues arise. The easiest way to do this is to
contact GEMS (Global Electronic Messaging System) and
become a member of our NARFE Rapid Response Team:
https://www.narfe.org/departments/isi/join_gems.asp

| would appreciate your sharing your email address with me
if you are not already on my Newsletter email list. My email
address is: dcfto@charter.net

Frank Quinlan, Editor
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TAX HELP

Tax-Aide is a FREE national program sponsored jointly by
AARP and the Internal Revenue Service. The 32,000+
volunteers at over 8,000 sites across the country prepared and
filed over 2,000,000 returns last year. The only charge was a
smile!  Volunteers are trained and IRS-certified to
understand individual federal-tax issues especially those
provisions of the tax code that affect older people. Both
federal and state individual tax returns can be processed
electronically, that is e-filed.

The following sites are available in our area:
AARP Downtown Asheville Site

67 Haywood St., Pack Library, Asheville
828-698-6213

West Asheville Site

942 Haywood Rd., West Asheville Library
828-758-9718

Weaverville Site

Weaverville Public Library

41 N. Main St., Weaverville
828-713-9381

Black Mountain Site

Black Mountain Public Library

105 North Doughterty St., Black Mountain
828-505-4373

Clyde Site

Clyde Central United Methodist Church



8 Charles St.,Clyde
828-848-5471
It is best to call in advance to determine service hours.

The Hendersonville Site is the largest in NC and
processed almost 4000 returns last year. It is is open 6 days a
week.

1800 Four Seasons Boulevard, Blue Ridge Mall
Hendersonville
828-698-6213

AARP Tax-Aide volunteers are not trained or authorized to
prepare returns which include farm income, business income
involving employees and/or inventory, rental property requiring
a depreciation schedule, net operating loss, some K-1s, trust
returns, bankruptcy, moving expenses or complex equity
trades.

For answers to frequently asked questions, go to the
following website:
aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp-taxaide

For more information, call chapter member Marleen Varner,
828-274-4267.

Prepared for the chapter newsletter by Marleen Varner.

ED note: Marleen served five years as an AARP Tax Aide
Counselor and two years as an instructor in the N. Lakeland,
FL site and currently volunteers at the Deerfield shut-in-site

operated as an extension of the Hendersonville site.
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2011 NC FEDERATION OF CHAPTERS
STATE CONVENTION
This year's convention is at the Courtyard Marriott in
Carolina Beach. See your Federation newspaper for details
and registration deadlines. Important opportunities: 1. Donate
to the booster and door prize funds, 2. Attend as a delegate
and 3. Participate on a committee. Contact Theron Rumsey
at 658-2131 or cell 337-5134 by March 15t to take advantage

of any of these opportunities.
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COMMUNICATING WITH CONGRESS
Contacting your Representative and Senators in
Washington could not be easier. Call 1-866-220-0044 for the
Congressional Switchboard. Indicate the Representative or
Senator you wish to speak to, you are then connected to that
person’s office to leave your message as a constituent. Keep

this number handy.
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OPM HOTLINE FOR CHANGING TAX WITHHOLDING

In response to high call volume, the Office of Personnel
Management has established a new Tax Hotline that retirees
can call to change the federal tax withholding on their monthly
Annuity payments. The number is 800-307-8298.

The increased call volume is a result of a change in federal
tax withholding in 2011. Most federal annuitants discovered an
increase in federal income tax withholding in their monthly
annuity payments for 2011 starting with the February 1, 2011,
annuity payment. This increased withholding along with
increases in premiums for Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program insurance premiums resulted in a substantial
decrease in their net check.

Many annuitants and survivors want to change their federal
tax withholding and have experienced busy signals and long
waits calling the Office of Personnel Management's (OPM's)
Retirement Information Office line. In response, OPM
established the new Tax Hotline, 800-307-8298.
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MESSAGE FROM NARFE PRESIDENT
Washington, DC — Joseph A. Beaudoin, president of the
National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association
(NARFE), one of America’s oldest and largest associations,
released the following statement today in response to the
release of President Obama's FY 2012 Budget.
“America’s federal work force understands the importance of
fiscal responsibility — federal employees are already doing their
part to reduce the deficit by undergoing a two-year pay freeze.
| also realize that the president's proposed $400-billion
reduction in discretionary spending will have consequences for
all of us, as will the other less friendly proposals before
Congress. On behalf of the 4.6 million active and retired
federal workers, we must make sure that federal employees
who are doing their jobs for our country don't get caught
unfairly in the middle of these consequences. The commitment
of federal workers to providing critical services, particularly in

these tough economic times, cannot be overstated.” 2/15/2011
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NARFE AREA | ANNUAL WORKSHOP
This year’s Area | annual workshop will be held on Tuesday
March 15 at the Clyde United Methodist church. It will
focus on Legislation. The meeting is open to all NARFE
members. If you plan to attend, let Theron Rumsey know.
BENEVOLENCE REPORT FOR JANUARY 2011

New chapter members & members transferred from another
chapter: We welcome the following folks:

Harry Dawson Michael Ewing

Sandra Faulkner Dean Little

Beryl Windsor
Please join us at our chapter meetings announced in our
newsletter.
Members that decided to drop their membership:

Eloise Clark Earl Greene

Vida Reid Mary Francis Stephens
We ask any member acquainted with these folks to give them
a call and encourage them to reinstate their membership.
They are important to us and to NARFE as NARFE is to them.
Members Passed Away:

None
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COFFEE CLUSTER (NORTH)

The Northside Cluster will meet at Baba’s Kitchen (formerly
Wayne’s Restaurant), 1469 Merrimon Ave. on March 17th at
9:00 am. Drop in and stay in touch over a cup of coffee or
maybe breakfast. Theron Rumsey (828-658-2131)

COFFEE CLUSTER (EAST)

The Eastside Cluster will meet Thursday, March 3, 2011 at

the J&S Cafeteria, River Ridge Shopping Center, 11:00 am.

Call Ted Mathis at 298-4400 for information.
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THE WORLD ACCORDING TO STEVEN WRIGHT

“There's a fine line between fishing and just standing on the
shore like an idiot.”

Deadline for the next newsletter — March 21, 2011

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GROCE FUNERAL HOME
AND ASHEVILLE QUICKPRINT FOR THEIR CONTINUING
SUPPORT TO NARFE CHAPTER 156.
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